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Who is treating skin disease in the USWho is treating skin disease in the US

DermatologistsDermatologists 32.6%32.6%

General/Family MedicineGeneral/Family Medicine 22.7%22.7%

Internal MedicineInternal Medicine 12.8%12.8%

PediatricsPediatrics 11.2%11.2%

All otherAll other 20.7%20.7%
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22 million in 1995 33.6 million in 200422 million in 1995 33.6 million in 2004

83% funded by insurance83% funded by insurance
3.8% Medicaid3.8% Medicaid

96% Private insurance or Medicare96% Private insurance or Medicare

24.3% Physician Referral 24.3% Physician Referral 
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Leading Dermatological DiagnosesLeading Dermatological Diagnoses
millionsmillions

4 National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey, US Center for Health Statistics

20042004

AcneAcne 4.34.3

DermatitisDermatitis 3.13.1

HypertrophicHypertrophic and Atrophic Conditionsand Atrophic Conditions 5.25.2

Viral WartsViral Warts 2.02.0

Skin cancersSkin cancers 3.73.7

Benign neoplasm of the skinBenign neoplasm of the skin 3.53.5

Psoriasis and similar diseasesPsoriasis and similar diseases 1.51.5

Cellulitis/abcess/cystCellulitis/abcess/cyst 1.71.7

Other disorders of skin and subcutaneous tissueOther disorders of skin and subcutaneous tissue

Localized superficial swelling, mass or lumpLocalized superficial swelling, mass or lump

RosaceaRosacea 1.61.6



7979--95% of adolescents95% of adolescents11

4040--45% over age 2545% over age 2522

3% men, 12% women in middle age3% men, 12% women in middle age22

Occurs earlier in girls than boys (12.1 Occurs earlier in girls than boys (12.1 vsvs
12.8)12.8)33
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Acne Acne patient flow processpatient flow process

TheThe majoritymajority ofof acneacne patientspatients (73%) (73%) areare treatedtreated by by 
dermatologistsdermatologists

PhysiciansPhysicians seesee an an averageaverage 125 125 acneacne patientspatients per per monthmonth

TheThe ages ages ofof acneacne patientspatients range from 15range from 15--30 30 yearsyears old, old, 
withwith an an averageaverage ofof 19 19 yearsyears

Most Most acneacne patientspatients seekseek medicalmedical treatmenttreatment onon theirtheir ownown
afterafter unsuccessfullyunsuccessfully attemptingattempting to to resolveresolve thethe diseasedisease
throughthrough OTC OTC treatmentstreatments..

IfIf referredreferred (5% (5% ofof patientspatients), ), thethe most most commoncommon referringreferring
physicianphysician type is a type is a internalinternal medicinemedicine doctordoctor



7

First line First line treatmenttreatment involveinvolve thethe useuse ofof topicaltopical medicationsmedications
suchsuch as as antianti--infectivesinfectives, , keratolyticskeratolytics or or antibioticsantibiotics..

SystemicSystemic therapeuticstherapeutics areare generallygenerally administeredadministered for for 
more more severesevere cases and cases and oftenoften in in conjunctionconjunction withwith topicaltopical
therapeuticstherapeutics

PatientsPatients whowho visitvisit dermatologistsdermatologists areare most most likelylikely to have to have 
moderate to moderate to severesevere acneacne whenwhen theythey needneed treatmenttreatment..

IsotretinoinIsotretinoin is is judgedjudged by far by far thethe most most efficaciousefficacious
treatmenttreatment by by thethe physiciansphysicians. . AdapaleneAdapalene and and clindamycinclindamycin
areare rankedranked highesthighest for for safetysafety..

PatientPatient compliancecompliance is is oneone ofof thethe most most importantimportant acneacne
drug drug characteristicscharacteristics for for physiciansphysicians



19921992 20002000

Total Total 
PrescriptionsPrescriptions

800,000800,000 2,000,0002,000,000

Severe  acneSevere  acne 63%63% 49%49%

Moderate acneModerate acne 31%31% 49%49%
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